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Willaam Hooker Gillette is a major figure in the histony of
Arericim theater, and be would be remembered today Bl be
never Hayed Sheelock Holmes, Though i is true that the rele of
the great detective became his most well-known one, and the anc
vpon which e bl the magor pace of his Gooe sl Berieme, on
bBalance Cilleore comtrilmaged mare Lo the sherlock Holpoes fegend
thim he teok from it His influence on his CONTUTN TS’
corncepions of Sherlock Holmes wits prrafound. and that influence
i a0l with us toabie thicugh inomore subole wavs,

Gillette wis baorn ar Mook Farmocn the outskints of aretford,
Connecticut on July 24th, 18533 The furm and several housces
miaking up this little, insular commumoy lad been foumded sy bis
fathor Francis Gilleroe, a genticman Gremer and ceformist politi-
cutn nolcd lor his championship of abolition, emperance, amd
public education. On his mothers side Gilleme was descended
froem the Puriten lesder the Rev, Thoemas Hooker, The Mook Farm
args becamye aliterary and intellecoeal conter of soers, and Bosased
such lluscrious rosiclents o Mack Twain amd Harriet Beecher
Sonan,

It was something of a shock w bis Bmily whan Gillette
decided, in T873, 1o forgo college and enter the professional
thiiter. He had demonscrated  considerable mlent a0 artory,
amateur drema, and moechnicnl invention as a hov, sehich would
serve him well in his chosen cccupation, bur such o Bifc was
considered o be beneath someone of Gilletee's pentee] back-
ground

Grillette plaved hondreds of coles in o carcer which spranngd
nearly sixty-four vears wntil bis death on April 29th, 1937,
However, his primarcy objective was tosreite, dicect, @ st in his
o plays. Showing @ preference for farce and melodrama. he s
credited with thicteen original plavs, seven sdapiations, and
several collahorziions, His frst plav was Tie Professor ( T8R1),
andd ameng his best known works are Fbe Mfeivate Secrelary
(188 b Held By the Erveinr CVERG ), Foo Wrch folwason (1894 ),
and Secret Sevpdoe { 1890 ), I0was thought at the time that che laaee
felay. w Civil Woar drama abowe che Union spy Capiain Thorne
prsimg @s 0 newspaped corrcspondent, Lewis Domont, would
Frecrme Gillette's most lasting work. 1t has been cstimaed tha
Giillerte made well over 3 million Teoam the theater, most of it in
l'1'|-g..'|||!i1.'.~. feram Diis owen [1E;I_!|':-i_

Caillegte s credited weich several more seneril contributions fo

the Amcrican theater, Fe helped make it an accepable foom of

colerininmment for hoth the rising middle class and his own sarg ol
peiple, owing o s peesonal involvement. Fle phived an impoer-
rant gt in the movement toward reiizm throogh devising a
number of clever devices o manipulae lighting, scund, ans
seenery. Poelnaps oven mare impertant for achicving a realistic
effeet was his characteristic way of delivering his lines, which bic
same toe call " The Dlissien ol 1hae Ficst Time in A cting.” Through a
serics ol pauses sl ether rheorical ricks, he ercared the
impressien that he was saving his lncs fee the liest time on each
occasion he enadied ek, dmsteadd of reciting @ memerized
spocch. Bven so. Gillette would never et amvone Torget whom
they were watching. He was well aware of his strong stape
prescoce s would incorporiee lomg scenes of pantoomimae in bis
play= to demonsteare his hold over an audicnoe,

Crillette as Captiain Thoroe
in Yecrer Sermice,



Crilleetter s Sherlock
Holmes,

Through the production of svariows of his playvs in SNew York,
Caillerre came into assocsiiion withe Chaeles Feoluman, & '-"-“'i"'._‘-'\.
voung producer making o name for Bimscll by exporting suocess.
ful American plavs w England and bringing the hits of the Brinsh
st e the Uinided Sttes, several of Gilleie's plays Bl alroly
b sent over with virving success swhen, in May 1597, Gilletee
hireescll fiest appeaced on the Lomdon stige at the Adelphi Theatre
in Secher Seredce. The play was warmly ceceived, amd Gillette was
liomized I Lomdan socicry while helping 1o dispel the then
curcent Biritish prejudice against American plys, Gillette s
alrcady @ leading star of the Amerwan stage, with a newly
calalsli=hecd inlersngiacral r|._'|::-|_|l_::l_i-:|ri_ aw e Sherlock Flolmes voe
teredd By Tafe.

[z I}'l:-:.'ll.'. e ile, II||:-||5:||I Floslme= sseis oned o fefs i,
I Drovle's 1THDA short story " The Final Probilem,” Halmes wis said
tor Bawe prlamged oo his death s che Broome of the Beichenbach
Fall= in ghee 5._l|ri51 vl Bais nemesis, Frofessar Moariareiy 'H-:.' | %7, in
need of maoney for a new bowse, Dovlie was having scoomd
thoeughes: be decided not w bring the charscrer back o life, b
cither to featare bim in a plioy, He offered the play o Beerbohm
Trerer, whae HBocel it bot weinted o aloer 40 oo conform o s personal
i1_|i|::|3.:cl1|;_'1'._:||:_"i|:_':~ I_:I|:1:r||:_' sl D] soeliacient respech ber Lhie il1|.l.'§.',1'ilf.'
of Holmees to reject these proposils, and beean oo have doulas
HERTRI ]1|.|[Ii||1: Bhes clhseeanerer on the ELHEL AT Al Bt thee '|1I:|.:.' whEs
sent by AP Watt, Dovle’s literary agent, to Charles Frohman, to
whom somchody Tad alecady suggested thar @ Sherlock Holmes
play miight be done featuring Gillegte,

Acotnding o COnpeEmporney mewsplEer accounis, Dhvle had
spery Crillerie o Foceed Seweroe amd I:Il-:u.la.jﬂ: Chael Thwe acbor vl
make the perfect stage realization of Helmes. Regardless of the
trath of this statement, Frabmamnm i g Lo secury the
drameatic right= to Holmes sehile visiting Eneland. and sent the
[rranjeel I ol lerte back o the Unitesd Snices, Cillestre, too, seantedl
tor miake sonire Chamges, the most impartont of which was the
tntecslucticn of a love inteeest i the plyy for Holmes, This ime
Blovvle weas more cooperative, amd recalled in his autobiography
thwit when Gilletoe cabled the reguest, “May 1 avery Holimes?" he
weircd Buwck, Yo MY NEAFTY Or maercler aor oo winl LA liki wwilh
him.™

Cailleare: giel owntk on the scripl while im Sam Francisco o an
cngagzement in Secrel Seredce The ploy wis primarily based on
rwo of Dovle's soories, A Scandazl in Bohemia™ and “'The Final
Frafbbone,” ol alsa inc oo d clemmerts fromey ol bers soechy s _".'!rrﬂ:]'
i Scarlaf, Tive Sipn of tive Foer, andd "The Adventuee of the Greek
I|1l:1,'|'|':-|'v|,'[-:_'|' e |:-||I1.. o el thes liest versiony ol il lerme’s :-.-|_'ri:|11
wits destroyed inoa fre, but be guickly resrote it frosm momary
Dovles own manuscript has not survived, amd wdsy i is oo
known how much of bis original play may be reflected in
Cillerte’s, Collerte brought the play, sehich nowe e the full oitle
Sherfocks Fiealviigzs, .Hn:'."::.u it St l'-'ulr:-rn':."f,:.'.lfwrf ."-]'rr.:»:r.l.r.ﬂ-' ee fhae
Crereer of e Ciread? Detective andd Shoeeing B Connectoos weitl
fhe Miranpe Cose r.-ln".'h'r.'-::-: Feedellester, [0 I'.|'|5.1|:.1|:i|.l i My THOD o



show 1o Dovie, This was their first mecting, and Doyvle was so
impressed by Gillewe's personal appearanee and gentlemanly
bearing that he approved the play. It was thus given o copyrigin
pertormmnce at the Duke of York's Theatee in London on June
12th, 1899 and Gillerre returmes] (o the United States o boepin
waork on the American prodoction.

Adter trvouts in Buffale, Rochesier, H:.'r:u'um_'_ Seranton, uid
Wilkes-Baree Siwwfock Holmes opened at the Garrick Theatre in
Mew York on November Gh, TE99 The play sl a il fecan the
first, andd Bovle wis cabled abour the “Splemdio success™ inwhich
“Crillere scored sucoess of his coreer” Espoecially noted was the
Hepney gas chamber scene in which FHolmes smshes 1he only
lamp with a chair, plunging the theater inta woal darkness. The
Py closed at the Garrick after 256 perfrninecs on June 168,
Py, and Gillete wowred the castern part of the country with i
herween October Sthoof that vear and March 3och, 1901, Another
comipany, with Cuvler Hazstings as Holmes, had beguon o tour on
Seprember 2dth, 1K generally restricted to the smaller cities
that Crilletde hadd miissed. El'.’l!-itil'lﬁb. Wl whis :-.||I1h|:_'-:||.|:|._'ril_|1.' [T} pl;n_.'

the role dn Austealia, ok over Gillene's company ot the end of

March 189001, while Gillette began oo prepace for the British
prolucticn.

Mook Frofmses was previewed in Liverpocl the weck of
september 2nd-Sth, 1901 before moving on e the Lyceum
Thearre in London on Scprember 9th, Despite an dnicially cool
recepion froam the oritics, ibwis i boge popular success ol the
initial ewelve-weck cun was extended e g full season, the play
closing aller 2 10 perbormances an Apeil 1 2ch, 1902 Gilleie then
toured the principal cites of nocthern England, Scotland, and
Ireland, eeturning for one st pecformance in Liverpool on Mgy
204h hefore poing back o the United Scates,

By this time, [our other touring companics were esenting
Sherfercl Hodfnres in the Bridsh provinees, [0 was in Charles
Frohman's North Company, when it began ics secomd oour in July
1903, thit Charles Chaplin got one of s first legitimaie cngagse.
ments of any kind: he was given the role of Billy, and would later
remember with gracitoade this initial step away from the coeshing
poverty of his childhood, These and other LUTing Compinics
kepr the play in civculation throughout England, with fes breaks,
for the mext three decades: che thousiands -:'|I"i'|l:_'|':|'-:_|r|:r|i||1|;_1_'.\ whiich
thi= muest have cnilod aresis o s Cnormous s0ecess.

Armong the actors who beciume associzred soith the role ol
Holmes during these oowes two staodd o, B AL Saintsbury (wbis
haal given Chagpslin his jobh in Frohman's Sorth Comgeny b peere
formed the title role i Gilletre's play 930 times between March
L2 anald June 19405, and towred in the dooma agiln in 1929 He
s starred as Holmes in Conan Dovle's own very popaalar play
Tive Shrecisded Hond (lirsr proaluced i PAL0, with subsequent
poaees anl covivals ), amd in 190G appeared inoa Shoelock Holmes
film. Saintsbury was the only actor wha could ever challenge
seriously Gilletng's position as the supreme poreraver of Holmes
cn thie stagee, thaugh his fane weas linnited o Englend. B ERamilion
stewart had appearcd in the part of Limes Larrabee inoa 19592
Australin production of Sheriool Bodues, but beoweon Scpiom
bor 1906 ancd 1918 ook the part ol Haolmies as he toured seidh the
play in his own company. 1t is cstimated that he peeformed the
rile 2000 times, far more cven tham Gillcrre, b since these tours
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ol - = ;. : -'.F 1]
Holmes {Fiemin Gemier)
confronts Morisrty {Harey
Haur} in Decourcells’s
Fremch versiom of

Meerinck Holmes,

woere limited 1o the provinces he is little remembered oday.
Back in the United States, Gilleote toured in the play for the
196121904 seazon, as did other companies with various acters in
the role of Holmes, Farcign productions were mounted as well,
srame of themy unaothoerized. The Danish awthor Woalter Christmas
had seen the play in New York and when he found Frohman's
asking price for the righits oo high he rook netes on bis ool during
several performances and wrote his own veesion. This premicred
in Copenhagen on December 26th, 1901 and ran for five months,
then was kept in the theater's repertoire for three vears, The
Christmis version was later translated into Swedish and on one
night in 1902 was performed simultanesusly in three ahilferent
stockholm thearers, These productions tended o diminish the
impact of the legitimare version of the play when it did arrive. To
publicize the 1904 1905 season af the play. Frohman issucd an
elaborate posteard including a record of the number of perfor-
mances it had enjoved through June 25th, [904: 850 by Gillete,
TA9 by other companics in America, 1306 in England, 168 in
Biollamd, 204 in Sweden, 1300 0 Bussiin, 198 in Belgioem, 102 in
Avsiria, 95 in Denmark, 2064 i Seuth Afvic, and G300 in Australia
It is pot clear if these foures included the onaecborized versions,

3 . 7 et Ll : 5
1502 PiJHl'l-'il"J with a scene from the Duich prodocticn of
Shorlock Holmes,

This card was issued oo carly to take account of one of the
most successful foreign productions, an adapoagion Cwith one act
added hased on Dovie's short story “The Adventure of the Empty
House'” b done by Picrre Decourcelle in 1907 First produced ar
the Thédtre Antoine in Paris on Decembaere 200h, 1907, 60 ran lor
335 performances amd was one of the greatest rinmphs in the
carcer of the French actor Firmin Gémicer, who plyed Thoelmes,
Though details are skerchy on these variows loreign productions
ansl aslapracions, whether authorized or noc, it is evident that the
play was negrly as successful in foreign lands as it was in England
angl the United States, with sew productions and revivels appeac-

ing, for vears
g



'|'|'|I.'I,':II.IR_|'I.'|}IJ'| Tk |._':|,r|:.' |:-n||-c_|l||:_'|iu|1:~ ol Sfapwfeapd Alofeeres (il
bette and his play boad canght the Ency of the press. The actor
bocame a favorite subject of caricatuciars, and phatographs of Bim
and prominent members of his cast were widely published, The
Gillerte dmage wis Kept curtent througle the issoue of souyenie (st
cirds aml cliborate progroms for the play,

Less aprecable oo Gilletre weere seane other andications of the
meclodderma’s |‘:-|'|]'|l|:|:||'i|:|.' Chinrles Frobmsm™s |1'|1.1'1_.4_'r:-. W L;n:_'i;ll
busy an both sides of the Atlantic in artempts, which scmetimes
Fasledd, o {|i.'|;L~i|1 the wvarious Irlesauecs il thie- |‘:-|.'|1.'_ s oWl as
vnrelated plavs which attempied o capitalize on s success by
using the pame “Sheclock Haolmes™ in their oitles, Among the
carlicst and most successinl of hese was one wrilten by iwo
English drioma critics, Maloolm Watson and Edwacd F. Spence, the
latter under his pscudonym BEdward Lo scrre Their shoerdck
Jowdes: oy Wiy dXGalteste B OFF man at Terry's Theatre in
London berween Crorober 29ch, 19010 and Febeowary 15, TWE2, and
Chacry wiis |:‘:-i|':|I|._'|._! itscll for o towr of the ]11'|::I'|.'il:]|;_'|;_'h Clarenee
Blukiston as lones was siid oo bear o remarkable rescmblance e
Caallerre, and alyle o imdgaie Tun 1|11'i|:1_' sl "I."C"rilini_r' i TEFALD,
Spemce recalled that soome parts of the stage bosiness in Sbherfacd
Hodires at the Lyceum had oo be altercd Bociose pooqle wehiao heed
alrcady seen it guved in Sbeerdeec fomes would laogh at i

MSore crouble s caoscd in Jamuary P902 when Jobn Lwson's
Are Adlvesrinre do e Life of Meerdook Holfmes o Seetclh in T
Endsades began o make the roumds of the London mosae halls,
VLN []'I'.:II.LHI‘I Lass sy el v ertiscd in bis [:ll;n_.'l'ril'l That thie skl weges
“mot from the Lyceum Theatre” Scome accommadation was
ﬂ[‘:l|':-:.il'r_':|'|l|:. reached, Borin !'pl:L:.' il r|':|:|I,:.'|:_"_'|r Taevsisimn was |,:-r|,;.~\.|:_':1l:i11i._'l
an expranded version of the skeich which even included o
humorows version of the Gumows gas chamibes seene i the Gillerre
play,

Moo alicd ghe Grillettes play escape similar treatment ino the
United States. Cliy M. Groene saoie owa buclesguoes of 11, P
Eeraated ek e ."’flrﬂ-' F i bk n_-,l".'l-."r_ .‘n'.lfr_;'fm:'.{' Floefames oo Srorefeack
fledreres, which were pecformaed i New York i D900 amd 1912
E\'.':‘ip\'.‘l.'ll'r'!’.‘]'!-'. Frod A, Stonc amd David .\Il_:-llli-;nrlu_'l::.' R L




Collier's

Honschold Mumber foar Janspey

s
e b,

suage photograph of
Geillerie s Foelroes eeack
Steele’s rendition of it for
Colffers.

parcdy of a Gillerre soene in Y Reed WAL 2 musical play by Henry
Blosscam and Victor Herbert, which ran for three seascens, starting
i LS,

There were other BmpEsons and sketches, and it is likely thae
aur recordl of them @5 incompslere. Gillere himsell was responsi:
Ble for one of the weakest of those buclesgues, In 1905, while
:|E1p|._':|ri||g ire i revival of Sherfocts Slodaees and severad af s ather
plavs ar the Empdre Theaore don New York, he wrote a brief sketch
sehichyws Hiest given as part of two henelin performamoees, Knosn
under the alvernare ticles of Poe Foaefied, Ty taveandag, and Foe
Painfud Predicament of Sheelock Hofmes, the skit concerns o
voLing wonan who visits Baker Steect undovited, and proceeds oo
nearly demaedish the gpartment while babbling o nonstop seream
el nmsense, Caille e o Flodees Goes mol wiies @ wied Ihrl:-llgl'l-:lul!.
bt imstsadd seriblles o note which Billy fakes away, to retucn with
v aeniloered e ndzaeies who ke the VERLTIEE W 130 hack 10 e
asylum from which Holmes bad correctly dedoced she had
|:_':--;_'.;|[1|;'|:_I Caillecdre wses] thae skil :Ja;::iu a% i cartnin raiser o his
sentimentil dewma Clartee which appeared in London i Seprem-
Faer sl Odhectolser 199615 wilhy '['.Il:Jl::-Iill calleed in :_:||3;|;i|1 (TN} p[;u_.' ILiII1_.
Clerdee wirs i Fadlure at che box offtce, so Gilletoe revived sierdiock
Mertpees W Lake ity place, keeping Chaplin on as Lilly

It 15 mot Encwn how prominent @ Bctor the success of the
Cailletne: '|'|I:|.:.' Wwiks N i1|:_'|'.-.||.|-.:l'.r".;._' [REAR = T rewive sheelock Holimes
o ancd ferall, Fe bad aleeady releneed to some exient with bis
Tirp Flospidded r.g,l' the Biesleeredties which I'|-:'_!.::I|'| seerialesation i e

Strand Magazine in 1900, bug this was described as having

occurred Belore Holmies's :-..||-|'|]'||,_|_-;|:--:| cherh, Hoswewver, prring |.'|:.
affers from the American publisher PUE Collior andd his English
Comrler s I:-i-e'l:-l'_!ql.' Mecawmes af The Sfreiivd .'I?:él:.';u: A LNC @O -
ally credited with twening the tide. and sweelv they were seatching
the recepsion ol ke ]'||:=:|' -:'|-:|.-.-|.'|:.'.

The pevival brought abont what may have boeen Gilletie's mmest
significant contribution e the shoerlock Holmes legend: e gave
his face to Holmes and, oo a lesser exoent, showed us howe he
shcwsld dleess as oweell When the thitteen storics making up ki
=erics knoown as Flwe Befoornr af Sherfock Boles began te appear
i e American e iclieal Cradfiors 1'|"r-'4*.|1.'.':1' Metgeezdre in 1483,
the artist Froederic Dore Stecle was commissioned o do the
illgastetons, srecle fnes [ALeL recoedl thear e eoealized Ceillerne baed
become the accepted image of Holmes, and =aid that thoogh be
il ol see e E1'|:|:.' Fviscll eancil 1905 he osed st g |‘:||1|:-||.|!.‘:|:':l|‘.'-|'|.~=
of Cadllente as bis moalel. Seeele s pacticularly known for the
:»:I:ri]-'_inj_r, cavers e drewe Tor The Ko seeics in Cffiors severil
aof swhich ace victually identical to photographs of Gilletie, Steele
:-:|.|_|'.-|1-|i|:_'-:_l st rations for sl -:|I'[I|-:'.-.||'I1.h-:'-;|||-:'|'|:| Shwerlock Holimes
stories an thedr indtl American periodicnl appearances, and his
woirk wes 'rq_'|1-|'i|||,-:_1,| in ET e T EH LR anel cven in o reanslanions,
therchy exrending the Gilletoe image as Holmes o millions, The
artist™s wssociation st Ceillerie aoad Flolmes s o continoe e
some vears: he did some of the publicicy work For Gallenie's



farewell tour in Sherfock Holmes, provided illustrations for the
first el edition of che play, had bis work included in larer ook
edittons of the Holmes stories, and supplicd representations of a
Gilletie-dike Helmes for some of the carly publications of the
Bakcr Strect Ieecgulars,

The influence of Gilletie and Stecle has been traced o ather
carly American illustrators, and Steele himscll has sugeested that
some af the English argists oo may have been affecoed. B
Gillewe's lasting impact on illustracors may he more subtle, The
Erglish artist Sidney Pager hadd introduced the deerstalker capin
the 1HMS, but it was seldom a prominent aspect of his illustra-
tioms: Gillette adopeed v as a cegolar part of his stage cosoum,
wiath seccle sl RREHTILY of the arcists who follosecd him 11'|;|,|.'_i|1p| it
standdard. The garish dressing gpown was another Gilletre wacde
mark s thowegh well established hefore Galleire. none wore it so
weell or did more wodmpeess it opon the public consciousiness, 10is
astage Jegend that Gillecte adopted o cueved pipe wehile plaving
Holmes, instead of using one of the straight pipes described by
Dacvvle, soros mt o obsoure his handsome peofile. The reson may
e apocryphil, but such pipes are now the most recognizable par
of Holmes™s smoking apparatus, Gilletoe also helped popularize
ather of Holmes's ateibunes, such as taking cocaine and plaving
the violin,d and these too became integral parts of the modern
conception of Holmes, influcncing artists and actors alike, Many
artists today deaw Sherlock Holaes liole eealizing that they owe
as much, if not more. (o Williom Gillette as o Conan Dovle,

The varicus repreint editions of the Sheclack Tlolmes books
puhlished during the early productions of the play also rellecred
the Gillette influence. o England, George Mewnes issued
Souvenir Edivion of three of the Holmes volunes: i is rel knowmn
precisely what this cdidon was meant o commemoernte, bue
NMewnes did ke acvantage of the plav’s run ar the Lvecum by
ahvertising the books in the plavbill, Scveral of the Sherlock
Holmes storics had first been published before intermational
copyright and could be cepramoed a0 weill in the United Stares; a
number of such volumes appeared using photogephs of Calleone
amed scenes frem bis play as dlusoragions, PF Collicr % Son had
recaiited the nighes to the Stecte ilustrations, and would usc these
andd photographs of Gillerte o theie vafions cditions of the
Hoslmes tales.

As Giillette's carcer progressed, he foumd SGerfocts Hodumres to
be his most enduring play, Among intermittent productions
ather companics, be revived the play for runs of vaeyving length in
F905, 19K, 1910, 1915, el 1923, In 1929, at the age of sevenry-
six, e was persuaded oo come o of retcement for ) - Farewell fo
the Htage” wowr i his most beloved role. The wour began in
springlicld, Massachusctts on November 15th, 1929, and though
origiidly planned only for the 19290 18930 season, the demnd
s snch that it was extended Cwidth breasks ) angil Mareh 18k,
1232, the final performance piven in Wilmington, Delasarce,
Gilletre would eeeasionallvcompliin of unresponsive houses, bul
the tour as o whele has been sccurately described as o “roval
progeess.” Afce more than 1,300 performances as Holmes, Gil
lette was an instiution bovond oriticism

A Bighlight of the tour was the colebration surrownding the
first might of (s een an the MNew Amsterdam Theatre in Nes York
on Nesember 23th, 1929, During the corcemany, Grllenie was

COMIAN 1)@%.. _
Bepricg eclition of
Sherlock Holmes stories,

illustrated with scencs
from the play,

Steele poster Tor e
Earewell towr of Sherfock
Healnes



Gilletie with Peg Entwistle
as Alice Faunlkner in the
farewell tour of Sherlock
Hoalaros,

prosented with a valume in which were bound congratuelery
letters from some sixey eminent persans. In his ibute, Doyle
called Gillette's retuen in Sierfock Holimes a “source of personal
gratification.” and said that his only complaint was that Gillerie
mude “the paor hero of the anaemic printed page @ very imp
abject as compared with the glamour Of your own persenality
which vau infusc into bis stage presentment.” Former president
Calvin Coolidge relerred o the revival as ™ o real puldlic servige”
The most clogquent and frequently quoted eribuce was that of
Booth Tarkington who saul: "Your return o the stage is a noble
and delightful event, and speaking for mysclf, Twould rather see
vou play Sherlock Holmes than be a child again on Christmas
mning.”

There have been several adapations of the Gilletee play for the
movies and cacio, Gillente himself starred in the first ol (hese in
(906, 4 seven-reel silenr Alm produced Iy the Essanay Film
Manufacturing Co. The film is now lost, and knoen only from
contemporiry revicws and surviving stills. Six years liter
Golidwyn Protures released another silent film veesaon; its Ser-
Fock Hodvres, which searred Jobm Bareymaore, also inchuded some
nom-Gillette scenes about Holmes's carly life in college. At @
chanee meeting after the film was foished, Barrvimore groatly
pleased Frederic Dorr Stecle by telling him that they had used
Stecles illusteations to guide them on the sets, This Glm, unavail-
able for vears, has recenely been restored. A Glm version oven
furthesr afield from the original play came from the Fox Film Carrp.
in 1932 with Clive Brooks as Holmes: in addition w Gillete, the
maovie drew upan “The Red-Headed League,” Bovle's own play
The Speckfod Bard, and included a number of eriginal clements.

Capre of Moriarty from the 1916 silent filim version of
Strerforcle Ialirres.



Cin Novombor THEh, 1933 Gilledte weas leard in oo Glovomin te
radio dramatization of “Sherlock Hoelmes” adapted by Edich
Meiser and broadeast over WABC in New York as part of the Lux
Facion Theatre. A reviewer in Tie Newe Yorde Pines remarked thit
Grifleete, though elghty-taeo ar the time, was =till @ master an the
codes; all chee oded msances were there and be even impravised Trom
tirne ta time, Earlicr, on Comober 200h, 1950, Gilleote bad made
history by doing the fiest rndio dramatization of @ Holmes tale, foe
which Meiser il alse done che adaptation: = The Adventure of the
Speckled Band” was broadeast over WEAF-MBC in New York, and
s s |'|1..' che .*\.|:-|:-||h-:|1'i11§_l, (s "t"i':l.*-:hii'lg:ln-l'l Lo Co, o usher in
three seasons of Sherlockian radio plays starring Richard Gordon
and Leigh Lovell as Holoes aod Sotson. Meiscer weore bndreegds
of scripts for this series and several othees Teauring different
actors, and had a distinguished acting career of her own in the
theirer

Another radic adaptation of the play was done by Oesomn
Welles and his The Mercury Theatre on the Air on Seplember
25th, 1938, In g pre-pecformance speceh, Welles paid tribuge oo
Gillerte, and consciously tricd oo imitiate Gilleoe's mannee of
spreaking during his own portrayal of Holmes, S0 another
version, adapted by Bayvarond Baikes and starring Cacleton Hobbs
as Holmes and Norman Shelly as Watson, was first broadoast over
the BRC Home Service on January 3ed, 1953, Hobbs and Shelly
were alrewdy vererans of Sheelockion rdio plavs, and did many
more of them in the years which followed. Raikes also adapted
several scenes from the play for inclusion as pact of the frs
experimental siereophonic program broadeast over the BEC on
Movember 13th, 1958 Gillete's Sberfock Woderes, or ot least parnt
cefdt, thus Became the Girst radio drama to be broodeast i stereo in
Englanl

Follovwing Gillerte's death in 19AT interest in his play dimin-
ished, though there was the ocoasicnal production, for the most
part in sl college or communin theaters, AN that changed in
1974 when the Roval Shakespeare Company sevived the mwelo-
e, in perhaps its most lyvesh prodection o date, The revival
of the pliy, substnrlly intact, wis o prominent pier of the s
cattod “sherlock Hobmes hoom™ of the 197k, though as ciuse or
effect it would be difficulr woosay, It ran in England bemween
January 1s0nd August §1st 1974, with John Wood seell received
i thee rede of Helmes: [s Americ ary preciivr was ik the Esenlusser
Theatre in Kennedy Center on October Tth, 1974 alter four
weeeks there it moved an for a ron af 471 performances at Mew
York's Broadbuest Theter between November 1200 19769 aml
Jamuiey ath, P70, During this cun the part cf Holmes was taken
aver I Paccick Hoegsen, Johm Neville, and Grally Relween steplhens,
as the cast of the RSC withdrew o e replaced by various
American actors. With Stephens and the American cast the play
mueved on to the CPReefe Conorein Tosonta for dhe ross of
Jamwary, before touring somme of the Lirger citics in America
berween February and Jung with Leanard Mimoy plaving Faolmues.
A procluction decived feom thar of the Reyal Shakespeare Com-
pany, under the management of the Columbia Actists Theatricl
L, then towred ather picces of the country boebween December
Flst, 1970 and Mav Sed, 1977, this time wich lohin Miclcilski s
Elaalmas

The artencion gencrated by this cevival wndd s associan e foures

PLAYBILL
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- , El'i.l .
Johin Waood as Sherlock
Holimwes Trom the 1979
revival,
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his piven the play new lite, particolacly in the United Stades, and o
number of productions ave been mounted sinee inoa variery of
theaters and as part of thepter bestivals, The reod i likely o
contnue, Gilleme's drama even entered the modoern video age ina
proaluction done cspocially for Home Box Office and first broad-
cast by them in Movember 1981, with several repetitions since,
Frank Lengella seeecd as Holmes e ad appeired on che stage in
the role alsa, in 1977 ducing the Willlianmistoan Thoetre Fostival ),
angd wirth continued rebeoadeasts this production may prove to e
the most widcly scen of them all

It svoiled b oall but impossibile pooassess thoe impact of Gilletie
andl his play cn subscguent poteavers of Hoelmes on the stage, or.
for thar matter. oo film o radic There are, hooseever, several plavs
which o a clear doeb oo Gilleroe. Two poeaple hive adapted the
5:|E;|1.' we1 [k it ::rilﬂat K% |:-|'-||-:_Il:||:_'1,'-|,l I:-:.' micles] sicol casrs and
comprnics. G W Oakley's Sherfock Saderes (197067 has been
performed in Colerada and 31 Loois, Tim kelly bas several
Sherbockuin plays oo his credit: his versidom of thoe Cillette phoy, alsoe
cntitled Sheetock Floderes, was published o 1977, and was
performoed by the Anchorage Children®s Theatre in Kentucky in
|"1,'|r|'u'_1|.‘:|' LEXLE,

seveers] olher |:-|:|1. |'i_!;||.r:1 lve wrilien :1.'|.|.|'&-:-[;J:I'|[|::l||'g. hCW |1-Jﬂ:|':~'.
while using some of the characters and situations of te Gillete
drama, Among the maost notable of these = that of Minneapolis
plvweright Tohn Fenn whose Shorfack Fiofmies aoef S Affdr af
M Admoeoes Regend was first produoced at the Theatre-in-thae-
Round in Minneapolis in Julv 197 2, Fenn substioated Trene Adler
for Allce Faulkoer, and emphasized the gome-like sepects of the
conflice erween Holmes and Mociarry, The play was revived at
the Thearre-in-the-Bound in Febrooy P93, adler prodactions in
several small theaters throughowr the counery,

Cribers which might be menticoed inglode Thomas Hinton's
Shevlock floferes: o New Adventore, which has enjoved several
productions since 197 4 doespite Hue: ricle an a5 prastly Lallecte. ken
Lerner's Sberfock Hodmes i Scandel i Bofeandon ©pertommed i
the Vieginia Muscum Thoire, Novembor L4ih-24%ch, 1975 ) also
has a somewhat deceptive title, Tor it inchudes s characiees
Moriaery andd Cuallerre’s owen Cratgin, More tenuous connections
cian b traced o Gene Mackey's Sheelock Fodoees (19780, Joho
Charles Massivera's The Pennliimate Probiesr of Sherlock
Heaferees [ 19THL and Horled Mewecomer's The Adveniires re,r'
Sherfock Holvres, 1975 1 all of which follos Gilletie by camlyin
ing clements of A Scandal o Behemia' and “The Final Problem.”
though the second o introduee chiaracters fram other Sheelock
Haolmes sporics as well.

Most Tavishy of the plays which may he said go Gl within the
Caillenee teadation of merging the plots of A Scandal in Bobemin”
aned “The Final Prablem™ is lerome Coapersmith, Marian Gradef,
and Raymond Jessells Bedeer Street: o Mosical Adveniore of
Sitewfack Flodees which had over 300 performances in Boston,
Toronto, angd MNew York in 190G and 1963, The most exponsive
Sherlack Holmes play prodeced ap to thar time, it lost money
despite initial bos office records wod an cxcellent sooc nid I.:i'l'll.'!'i
whcn a witning interest was o eneugh to sustain it In the early
[970s it was produced on 2 el smaller scale in various
commumnity theaters.
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Sherlockins, of course, have doene theic part 1w keep the
memary of Gillette green, The actor was imvited to the sccend
afficial meeting of the Baker Street Irregulars on December 7,
1954 as recalled by g slightdy inebrizied Vincent Stareetd: 71
snoneed geatly bevween | Christopher | Morley and Frederic Dorr
Steele. . until pesheeps munc. At that time there was 3 Comereiicn
in the corridor and 1 ocame out of oy coma with sehat novelists
descrile as a st The door was flung swiltly open and in the
aperiure stood Sherlock Baolmes lemsclf, I was Gilleoe ol
course, and when the uproar had died away the dinner went
forward as planncd,” Al every year since 1954, the Willizm
Gillerte Memorial Luncheon bas been held in Mew York on the
simie iy s the anneeal Baker Steeet Irrepulars’ irthaday coelelns
ticn for Shecdock Holmes,

Crilletre and his work have even been the subjects ol iction. Io
1902, while the ply was being prodoced in Amsterdam, the
Dutch wreiter Oween Glens adapted it into o novel with the gitle
Sherfacke Hofmues o Doodsperaar (Sherlock Holmes in Poril of
Death ) Pare of Edith Kellopg Dunten’s Sedy Woles, Fresbman
(1908, one of 2 serics of gicls books about the plucky college
student and her ediows friends, desceibes an all-femle prodoc-
tion of Sherfoct Hodmes Much more recently, Miriam Lynch nsed
as the centrad charscter in ber gothic novel :’r‘:ﬁ',r_-';'.'-rj.'.l g Crestie
{ 1975 ) a famous actor whao hikd made bis name plaving Sherlock
Heelmes, obwviously palicencd aftee Gillette. Onva higher plane then
these examples, and in the form mest switable w Gilletoe, is
Kenneth Ludwig's noew play Deaeadic License which received iis
imdtial production at the American Stage Festval in Milford, Mew
Flampstice, July Sth-16Gth, 1985 The play is setin the living room
of Gillette Castle in 1922, wheree Gilletoe has ivited the oast of Bis
prlaay foe s wecekend holidioe which turns g mysiery Concerning
a number of attempes on his life

Ciilletoe was @ firm helicver that a pley showlad e seen ancd et
resdl, but some mention should be made of the varicus cditions of
bis Sfverdoecle Hefmres which have boeen ssoed over the years, The
play was first published inan acting edition by Samucl French in
L9222, based on the revised versiom of the deroma which had boeen
prepaned for dts revival in 1923, This veesion forms the basis of the
phiv's text a5 included in Jack Tracy's compilation Sherfock
Hofmes: the Pubidishen Apocepphee (19 PL A rrade odition of the
play was published in 1935 by Doubleday, Doran & Ca, Based on
a collation of the varving texes by Vincent Starrett and introdoged
by himy, including also a depreciatery preface by William Gilleee.
and “Beminiscent MNotes” amd several illuscrations by Froderic
Doer Stecle. A facsimile of this edition was issued by Helan
Filbach in 1974 liniitcd o 1,004 copics, the fiest 250 of which
were numbered and included an cxira set of Jecle dlustrations
The play was also included in the collection compiled by Van H.
Cartmell and Bennett Corfl Faotionis Pieys of Crime aned Dol
s from Sberdock Sodmes (o Apged Sireed (18460, The text for
the 1974 revival of Sieetoce Hadmes is now avidlable Trom
Fremch, ina 1977 trade edition from Dosebleday & Co, and was
inclusdesd in volwme 44 of Paps af S Pear (1975 b edited Dy 1

SHERLOCK
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First edition of Sherfocik
Freeleres, published by
ssime]l Fremeh in 1922,



Crillesite Castle.

Trewin, Tl Pafnfud Prodicoerend of Shoerlock Fofnes was Lirst
published tn a Emited edition by Ben Abramson of Chicago in
1955, andd also can Be o @n 'I'r:l-:'g.":-. Fa Fraglefiafoeed Apur.uj-,ﬂ.fm
and in another compilation assembled by Peter Haining, S
Fiveed Advesrtaures of Sherlock Hodines [ 1981 )

Crillerme as hoen firmingly memarialized am che arca in which
B wins boroe and grew up, and there are several institution:s seth
resources for the study of bes life and carcer. In 1938, the
Conneeiicu $ace Pack angd Forest Comumission took over Seventh
Sister, the house Gilletee had built after the pattern of o medieyval
Rlwcenisk fororess and flled seich memorvabilie and lever mechani-
sticns of his owen invention, Locited st Fhulyme, Connmectiout i,
along with the 115 acres within which it stands, has been
rerEre] Crillerie Chsthe 30 Pack, smcd s sisiintaince a5 a poem-
ment Gilleote museun and recreational are, attracting nearly one
hindred thoarsand visipors anoually

The largest collection of Gilletre letrers, scripts, and photo-
graphs (including many relating o Sherfock Fofmes) can e
fopvmd i The Stoecc-Dav Libgacy in Hagtford, The Library was
founded under the auspices ol THe Stowe-Tay Fouredarion oo
presceve the collections of Gilleote and other notalde Mook Farm
resicerts, ancd it has since expanded i seope oo cmbrice bhroader
aspects of nineteenth-contury Americanit Between October
Listhky, 13700 smd Benoary A1s 1971 the foundation sponsored a
meajor Woilliam Cailledte exhibit at the MNoek Farm Yisitoes" Center
aned pueblished o caaleg, Te Crrtade Bs Uy ooer e Williomm
Ceiflerie Bl

Cither important Geillegbe-related holdings are in the Connecti-
cut Historical Secicty, the Connectiout State Library. the Muscum
af thie {;il_:.' af Wew York, the Theptre Collection ot Tarcoln Center
angd the Berg Collection of the Mew York Public Libracy, the
Arthur and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library o the History of
Woman in America ot Badolife College, amd in the Enthayven
Theztee Colleetion of the Victoria and Albern Moseant in London.
[t ds Jikely that other institutions bove signilicant Gilleite re-
soprces which have ver o be adeguately exploited, and o number
of such materinls are seill beld I:-:.' [:lri.'r:l.rl:_' incliviciuals.

The Cellerte puaterals in the Hemeh Collection of the Univer
.-;ii:.' b Sinnesola 'I.'i|'1|;:|.|':|' Afe |'|,_'|.:|r|'|.'l:'|'g.' sl i omber b
distinguished. They are particularly strong fee the pliey Sherfocd
Froafnees andl inclode Gillere's persoml scoraphboosks tracing the
earlivst productions wnd tours of the play, plavbills and programs,
phtographs and memarable, and a collection of scills from the
lost 1916 silent-film version of the drama

williamy Gilletre angd his career have been extensively] il
vneveny ifeated by sehadars and journslises. There sere numer-
ous articles printed about him during his lifetime, which are sl
pseful roday though cecesionally inaccurate, repetitive, or adula.
tory in nature, Information on Gilled te can B foumd in many of the
atanddaed histories and reference works relating to the Aomerican
thieater, and in recent yoaes several @i les about the wcoor have



appeared in the scholurly joumals of the ekl Gillette has becn
the: subject of theses and dissertations as well, including H. Dienmis
Sherk's “Willimom Gilleore: His Life aod Works™ { 19650 ), Catherine
Maxwell Macks “Willipm Gillette and the Stage of Enterprise”
(1974 ) and Charles Bernord LaBorde's "Sherlock Holmes on the
Stage” { 1973 ) this ltter work placing Gillette within the context
Gl ather portravers of Holmes before the foothghes. Sheek s oo
expanding bis disserianon into 3 fl:ll-ll.'rl.gl:'ll Bicgraphy, Anather
short but cxcellent biography by Docis B Cook, Sberfock Hodmes
eered A rech Meve, was published i 19700 An enrertining summry
of Gillete's assaciation with the great detective is provided by
Fred Vian Mame's Willfam Gillette. a5 Sherfock Holoves g
Master Crafisman fn s Oreaiesd Rede (19727,

Sherlockinns bave contributed o grean deal o this scholacship.
Prominent among their works have eeo the several articles by
the distinguished Gilletie collectors fames Keddie, [rand the lare
.M. Stone. Michael Poincer's The Pabdic Live of Sheviook Holwies
(1975 ) ancludes a good chaprer on Gillette and extensive infor-
roaticny =t various prodoctions, adiptacicns, and buelesgoes of
his plav. Walver Khincfelier, in his Sherfock Soferes fe Peorfo
ciied Progife (1903 repre. 1975 L discusses Gillete's influence on
the iconographic tradivion of Holmes as cepresentod By Steele zngd
ather artists, Among the various histories of Sherleck Holmes
s, Borbaere W Pohle and Douglas © Hart's Sberdock Flodes on
the Sorcen § 1977 Yeonzins the most satisfactory chaptors en the
mavie versions of the Gilletie play; Cheis Steinhrunner and
Morman Michacls's The Félis -u,l'-.'a-'nr_.lr.r'n"r.n:'.i'fnr-: eldeecs L TSTE Y =l
imvaluable, Pointer's D Sberdock Hofmes File {1970 ) furnishes
additicnal insight dno Gllerte s imgeee on I!|'|-:'-:'n||-:_'-|_'|'|-I|.|:|'I:i.-".'|li1|11=\.
of Holimes in the varicos viswel medin. A number of interesting
photopraphs of and arcicles abowe Oalleoe are repreinted in Jill
Blackheard's 1981 compilation Sheeiock Hodaes dr Americn,
which also includes a generous selection of boaotifully repro-
duced Fredecie Daeer Steele illustearions (including all those the
artist dicl for Y Refieen of Sherfock Flodmes serics in Colliers ),
The issuc of Baker Street Miscellanea for Spring 1982 was
devored oo Gilletne, and contiins several oselal ariicles,

Listings fer much of this scholirship, sehether in Sherlockian
OF L Imore E.u:l'l-:.‘l':ll petblications, cun be ool in Borald D W aal's
roee Billiographics: Ve Wordad Bitafiograinhyy of Meerfock Hodmes
citted oo Woertzon (19740, amnd Phe farberaafionad Sieefook
Hoaees [ 19800 e Waal alsa supplics comprehbensive informa-
tion about the numersus prodocoons, adapiations, angd b
Pesgues of Sheefock Foduies, as well as pacticulars for thae various
plivs derived Troem i Both of e Woal's Billiographics and many
of these haooks and artcles aece availlable Dor consolidion in the
Heneh Callection, Sprecial Collections and Rare Books, University
of Minnesota Library.

The materials displaved in this exbibit ave heen sclected
froom the Mary Kahler and Philip 5. Hench Arthor Coman Dawyle
Ciollecrion, which was domied o e l'rii'rl._'r:-.'i:g.' ] MEarenicsol
Library by Mary Kihler Hinch in December 14978, This, com-
Bimed weith the smaller James O lealdi Collecrion pourchased In
the Library in 1974, o constitutes the largest institutiona)
Arthur Conan Dovle and Shecleck Holmes collection o the
Linited Slales

Gillette's play s, by a wide margin, the most freguently

Noris E, Cook’s |:|:|1:|;.;_r.uph1l,'
of Gillete.



poerformcd af all the numerans Sherlock Holmes dramas. Pheaom-
enally successtul in its daye it Bas redurned o entrance o new
generatien of theater goees, Gillere's influcnee on subseguent
Poriravers o Hshmes, angd g F:-I iy 1.\'rig|||,,=\. el tried eheir o= ot
puecting the grear detective on the stage, s bevond measure. He
letermingead, i the Lhmited Sites af least, the ALY WL LT Lar Hhink
Sheerlock Holmwes shogedd look and act, regardless of what Arthor
Coarem |:|l.l:|"|l:,".‘\. -:|:|'i§:,i:|'|:|.l COHE -e'|'||i|:-|'| ol the eharactor iy have
hewn.

Coillerte 45 gone an e Aoesh, B s spicin pervades nearly
t_".'l_'l_':.':llin; wir koo andd Lo absonl Shierlock Flolmes, In soane
wayvs, his influence is now sevenl steps remaved, and it is not
::I'.'.':n_..\ sy Do e il just welil wer oo To Caillenre sl el po €oomman
Crovle aned the others who became assoviated with the Sherlock
Herlmies legend, Gillete always plaved the part of Helmes as of be
were deing it for the ficst time, The impressien he created is so
permrinent thit, moa sense, e will never play i for the List e,

Andrew Malee
Specul Collecons
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